
Script Analysis – Analysis 

Story Overview 

In the depths of space, the starship Eclipse drifts aimlessly, its systems failing and crew members on 

the brink of despair. Captain Reyes, a seasoned leader haunted by past decisions, is joined by 

Elena, the determined navigator, and Jax, the gruff engineer. When they receive a faint SOS signal 

from a nearby wreck, tensions rise as Jax argues against risking their already precarious situation, 

while Elena insists on helping. Reyes ultimately decides to respond, driven by a moral obligation to 

save potential survivors. As they approach the derelict ship, they discover an alien-modified energy 

core that could provide the Eclipse with the power it desperately needs. Back on their ship, chaos 

ensues as Jax and Elena scramble to integrate the core amidst failing systems and rising alarms. 

Reyes battles gravity waves on the bridge, straining to keep the ship intact. Just as disaster seems 

imminent, Jax makes a desperate move to secure the core, preventing a catastrophic explosion. 

With the systems stabilized, the Eclipse is reborn, and the crew, battered yet relieved, shares a 

moment of hope as they realize they are still flying. Reyes, Elena, and Jax find renewed strength in 

their survival, ready to face whatever challenges lie ahead in the vastness of space. 

Character Types 

Character Archetypes 

Hero 

Candidate: Captain Reyes 

Why: Reyes is portrayed as a seasoned spacefarer burdened by past decisions, showcasing his 

leadership and moral compass as he chooses to respond to the SOS despite the risks involved. 

Nemesis 

Candidate: Not Evident 

Why: There is no clear antagonist or opposing force identified in the provided narrative; the primary 

conflict arises from external circumstances and the ship's failing systems rather than a specific 

nemesis. 

Mentor 



Candidate: Not Evident 

Why: While Reyes exhibits leadership qualities, there is no character that fulfills a traditional mentor 

role, guiding others with wisdom or experience; the crew seems to rely on each other rather than a 

singular mentor figure. 

Reflection 

Candidate: Jax 

Why: Jax serves as a contrasting character to Reyes, often expressing skepticism and frustration, 

which highlights Reyes' determination and moral stance. His gruff demeanor and eventual 

acceptance of the situation reflect the internal struggle within the crew. 

Romance 

Candidate: Not Evident 

Why: There are no clear romantic dynamics established between characters in the provided 

narrative, as the focus remains on survival and teamwork rather than romantic relationships. 

Traveling Angel 

Candidate: Elena 

Why: Elena embodies hope and optimism, often encouraging the crew to take risks and pursue the 

SOS. Her unwavering belief in their mission and her quick, precise actions suggest a nurturing 

presence that uplifts the team during dire circumstances. 

Character Analysis 

1. 1. Who is the main character(s) and what does he or she want? The main characters are Captain 

Reyes, Elena, and Jax. They want to repair their failing starship, the Eclipse, and survive the perilous 

situation they find themselves in. 

2. 2. Who and what are the obstacles the main character must encounter and overcome? The 

obstacles include the deteriorating condition of their ship, limited resources, and the potential 

dangers of responding to a mysterious SOS signal. Additionally, they face internal conflicts such as 

Jax's skepticism and the crew's fear of the unknown. 

3. 3. Does the main character get what they want in the end? Is it good or bad for them? Yes, the crew 

successfully repairs the Eclipse using the alien-modified energy core, allowing them to continue their 



journey. This outcome is good for them as it ensures their survival and reinforces their teamwork and 

resilience. 

4. 4. Why does the audience empathize with your characters? The audience empathizes with the 

characters due to their relatable struggles, such as facing overwhelming odds, making difficult 

decisions, and their determination to help others despite personal risk. The characters' personalities 

and interactions further invite empathy. 

5. 5. What does the main character need to grow as a person, and how does it differ from their wants? 

Captain Reyes needs to confront and reconcile with the weight of his past decisions, which is 

different from his immediate want to repair the ship and survive. This internal growth involves 

acknowledging his leadership role and the impact of his choices on the crew. 

6. 6. Why now? Why is this happening to my characters now? What event, what conditions exist today 

for this story to take place? Why not yesterday or next year? The story takes place now because the 

Eclipse is at a critical point of failure, and the SOS signal presents an immediate opportunity and 

challenge that cannot be ignored. The urgency of their situation demands immediate action. 

7. 7. What is the main characters's wound/ache? What are the flaws of my main character? Captain 

Reyes' wound is the burden of past decisions that weigh heavily on him, leading to a flaw of 

self-doubt. Jax's skepticism and reluctance to take risks highlight his flaw of resistance to change. 

Elena's flaw is her fear, which she must overcome to act decisively. 

8. 8. What is the jeopardy? The danger? The stakes? The price? The jeopardy is the potential 

destruction of the Eclipse and the crew's lives if they fail to repair the ship. The stakes are survival 

and the moral obligation to respond to the SOS signal. The price includes risking their limited 

resources and the possibility of encountering unknown threats. 

9. 9. What does the character fear? What shuts them down emotionally? What breaks them into a 

sweat and terrifies them emotionally? Captain Reyes fears making a decision that could lead to the 

crew's demise. Jax fears the unknown and the potential failure of their repair efforts. Elena fears the 

consequences of their actions and the possibility of being stranded in space. 

10. 10. Do you have a satisfying ending? Not happy, sad, good, bad, uplifting, depressing, etc. But a 

satisfying ending. Yes, the ending is satisfying as it resolves the main conflict of repairing the ship 

and surviving. The characters demonstrate growth and resilience, and the renewed strength of the 

Eclipse symbolizes hope and the continuation of their journey. 



Story Signposts 

Signpost Diagnosis 

Set the World — STRONG 

Evidence: Captain Reyes, a 42-year-old seasoned spacefarer, sat rigid in the command chair, his 

gaze fixed on the void outside, burdened by the weight of past decisions. 

Feedback: This moment effectively establishes Reyes' character and the dire situation of the ship, 

inviting empathy and concern for their plight. 

Suggestion: Consider adding a brief flashback or dialogue that hints at Reyes' past decisions to 

deepen the audience's understanding of his burden. 

New Opportunity — STRONG 

Evidence: Suddenly, a distorted crackle echoed across the console—a signal, faint and broken, but 

unmistakably human. 

Feedback: The SOS signal serves as a clear disruption that presents a new opportunity for the crew, 

setting the stage for their next actions. 

Suggestion: Enhance the urgency of the moment by including a time constraint or immediate danger 

that compels the crew to act quickly. 

Second Opportunity — STRONG 

Evidence: After a tense moment, Reyes’ eyes locked on the viewport, his jaw tightening. 'We’re not 

the kind of people who leave others to die. Plot it,' he commanded. 

Feedback: This moment shows Reyes making a directional choice that propels the story forward, 

clearly establishing the crew's mission to respond to the SOS. 

Suggestion: Clarify the stakes of this decision by emphasizing what they stand to lose if they pursue 

the SOS versus the potential gains. 

Visible Tangible Goal — STRONG 

Evidence: Reyes’ flashlight beam fell across a massive alien-modified energy core that pulsed faintly, 

unnatural and mesmerizing. 'That... could save us,' he murmured. 

Feedback: The energy core serves as a concrete, observable goal that the crew can pursue, making 

their mission clear and trackable. 

Suggestion: Introduce a visual representation of the energy core's power or potential to heighten its 



significance and the crew's commitment to obtaining it. 

Top of the Mountain — WEAK 

Evidence: The Eclipse exhaled like a creature reborn. Lights blazed. Engines hummed stronger than 

ever. 

Feedback: While this moment indicates a temporary success, it lacks a clear sense of the highest 

point of tension before the impending crisis, making it feel less impactful. 

Suggestion: Create a moment of celebration or relief that contrasts sharply with the subsequent 

danger, emphasizing the precariousness of their situation. 

Point of No Return — WEAK 

Evidence: Reyes struggled with the helm on the bridge as gravity waves from the pulsar slammed 

into the ship. 

Feedback: This moment hints at escalating stakes but does not clearly define a point of no return 

where the crew's options are irrevocably limited. 

Suggestion: Introduce a moment where the crew realizes they cannot turn back from their decision 

to pursue the SOS, perhaps due to a critical system failure. 

Plan Falls Apart — STRONG 

Evidence: In the engine room, panels exploded, sending shards cutting through the smoke. Elena 

shielded her face as alarms rose to a deafening pitch. 'We’re losing containment!' she cried out. 

Feedback: This moment effectively illustrates the collapse of their plan, heightening tension and 

showcasing the stakes of their actions. 

Suggestion: Add a moment of despair or hopelessness among the crew to deepen the emotional 

impact of this setback. 

Resurrection Opportunity — STRONG 

Evidence: Then, the pulse steadied. Systems fused. The Eclipse exhaled like a creature reborn. 

Feedback: This moment signifies a turning point where the crew finds renewed hope and energy, 

allowing them to push forward despite previous failures. 

Suggestion: Highlight the internal shifts in the characters' attitudes or relationships that enable this 

resurgence, reinforcing their growth. 

Conflict Resolution — STRONG 



Evidence: 'We’re still flying,' Reyes stated simply, a hint of pride in his voice as the scene faded out. 

Feedback: This resolution ties back to the crew's journey and their commitment to each other, 

providing a satisfying conclusion to their struggles. 

Suggestion: Consider adding a moment of reflection where the characters acknowledge their growth 

or the lessons learned from their ordeal. 

Detailed Analysis 

WANT and NEED 

WANT: The WANT is clear and strong. The main characters—Captain Reyes, Elena, and 

Jax—tangibly want to repair their failing starship Eclipse and survive. This is an everyday, concrete 

goal grounded in their immediate reality and survival needs. They are fully aware of this want, as 

shown by their actions and dialogue (e.g., Jax patching the ship, Reyes deciding to respond to the 

SOS). 

NEED: The NEED is more subtle and unconscious but present. Captain Reyes, as the central figure, 

carries a burden of past decisions that weigh heavily on him, causing self-doubt and hesitation. The 

story hints that he needs to reconcile with this burden and embrace his leadership and moral 

responsibility fully to become a better version of himself. This is shown through his internal struggle 

and eventual firm decision to respond to the SOS despite risks. Elena’s need to overcome fear and 

act decisively and Jax’s need to accept hope and risk-taking also align with this unconscious growth 

theme. 

Subplots and Their Resolution 

Subplot 1: Crew dynamics and internal conflict — Jax’s skepticism versus Elena’s optimism and 

Reyes’ leadership. This subplot is clearly present and resolved satisfactorily. Jax’s gruff skepticism 

contrasts with Elena’s hope, and by the end, Jax admits being glad to be wrong, showing a softening 

and acceptance. The crew’s unity strengthens. 

Subplot 2: The mystery and danger of the SOS signal — The crew debates whether to respond, 

weighing risks and moral duty. This subplot resolves when they decide to answer the call and 

discover the alien energy core, which becomes their salvation. 

Subplot 3: The ship’s failing systems and the integration of the alien core — The technical struggle to 

repair the ship is a subplot that culminates in a near-catastrophic failure and ultimate success. 

Resolution is clear and consistent. 



All subplots are resolved clearly and consistently, with no loose ends. 

Ambiguities in Main Character’s Behavior 

Reyes’ initial silence and passivity at the beginning could be seen as inconsistent with a seasoned 

captain’s expected decisiveness. For example, he “remained silent” while Jax and Elena argued 

about the ship’s condition. However, this can be interpreted as internal conflict rather than 

inconsistency. 

Reyes’ sudden firm decision to respond to the SOS (“We’re not the kind of people who leave others 

to die”) contrasts with his earlier silence. This shift is justified by his internal struggle and moral 

compass but might feel abrupt without more internal dialogue or flashback to his past decisions. 

Jax’s quick shift from skepticism to laughter and relief at the end is believable but could be seen as a 

bit sudden without more gradual softening moments. 

Overall, these behaviors align with the characters’ identities but could be deepened for clarity. 

Backstory of Main Character and Ambiguities 

Captain Reyes’ backstory is hinted at but not fully explained. He is “burdened by the weight of past 

decisions,” which implies a significant event or failure affecting him deeply. 

The nature of these past decisions, their consequences, and how they shaped Reyes’ current 

leadership style are ambiguous. 

This ambiguity invites curiosity but could be confusing if the audience expects more explicit 

backstory. 

Suggestion: Incorporate a flashback or dialogue revealing a specific past event to clarify his wound 

and deepen empathy. 

Behavior Revealing Inner World 

Reyes’ silent brooding at the start reveals his internal burden and self-doubt. 

His firm decision to respond to the SOS despite risks reveals his moral integrity and leadership 

growth. 

Elena’s hesitation before inputting coordinates shows her fear but also her hope and determination. 

Jax’s frustration and curses reveal his skepticism and fear of failure, while his final laughter shows 

relief and acceptance. 

These behaviors are consistent with the characters’ identities and the story’s construction, effectively 

revealing their inner emotional states. 



Special Tools 

ANTICIPATION / CURIOSITY: The discovery of the faint, broken SOS signal (“Could be centuries 

old”) creates curiosity about who sent it and what dangers await. The alien-modified energy core 

also opens questions about its origin and power. These moments effectively hook the audience. 

Suggestion: Exploit the mystery of the SOS signal’s origin and the alien core’s nature further, 

perhaps by revealing clues or dangers related to them. 

ECHO: The failing ship Eclipse itself serves as an echo—introduced early as fragile and dying, later 

reborn and humming with strength, symbolizing the crew’s resilience. 

Suggestion: Emphasize the ship’s transformation visually and emotionally to reinforce this echo. 

FLASHBACKS: None are present but would be valuable, especially to reveal Reyes’ past burden 

and deepen character motivation. 

Suggestion: Introduce flashbacks triggered by moments of crisis or reflection. 

MOOD: The story’s mood is tense, claustrophobic, and hopeful. The failing ship, flickering consoles, 

and ghostly pulsar light create a mood of desperation mixed with eerie beauty, culminating in relief 

and hope. 

TONE: The tone is consistent—serious, tense, and dramatic with moments of dry humor (Jax’s 

curses and gruff comments). It matches the survival sci-fi genre well. 

EXPOSITION: The story uses natural dialogue and action to explain the ship’s failing condition, the 

SOS signal, and the alien core’s potential. This exposition is dramatized through conflict and 

urgency, maintaining pacing. 

General Overview 

This story successfully meets the definition of a story as a structured narrative with a clear 

protagonist, conflict, obstacles, and resolution. 

The main character, Captain Reyes, has a tangible WANT (repair the ship and survive) and an 

unconscious NEED (reconcile with past decisions and embrace leadership fully). This duality adds 

depth. 

The story sets the world effectively, establishing the dire situation aboard the Eclipse and the 

characters’ personalities and relationships. 

The inciting incident—the SOS signal—creates a clear new opportunity and raises stakes, propelling 

the narrative forward. 



Obstacles are well-defined: failing ship systems, limited resources, internal conflict, and external 

dangers. 

The climax—the near failure of the alien core integration and the ship’s survival—provides tension 

and emotional payoff. 

The resolution is satisfying, with the ship restored and the crew united, symbolizing hope and 

growth. 

The story uses special tools like anticipation (mystery of the SOS and alien core), echo (the ship’s 

transformation), and mood/tone effectively to engage the audience. 

However, some structural signposts (Point of No Return, Top of the Mountain) are weaker or less 

clearly defined, which slightly reduces narrative tension. 

The main character’s backstory is ambiguous, which can intrigue but also risks confusion without 

further development. 

Character behaviors mostly align with their identities but could benefit from deeper exploration of 

internal conflicts and gradual shifts. 

The absence of a clear nemesis or antagonist is notable but acceptable given the external and 

internal conflicts presented. 

In conclusion, the story is a strong, emotionally engaging sci-fi survival narrative with well-drawn 

characters and a satisfying arc. With enhancements to backstory clarity, deeper emotional beats, 

and stronger structural signposts, it could achieve even greater impact and coherence. 

Comparable Works 

Comparable Characters 

Captain Kathryn Janeway (Star Trek: Voyager) 

Like Captain Reyes, Janeway commands a starship stranded far from home, facing dwindling 

resources and dangerous unknowns. Both are resolute leaders burdened by past decisions yet 

committed to protecting their crews and making morally tough choices. Reyes’ blend of stoicism and 

reluctant hope mirrors Janeway’s balance of pragmatic command and humanity. 

Ellen Ripley (Alien series) 

Elena’s combination of calm under pressure and stubborn hope amid overwhelming odds recalls 

Ripley’s resilience and resourcefulness. Both women navigate hostile, unfamiliar environments, 

using intelligence and determination to protect their team and confront existential threats, often 



acting as the emotional heart of their crews. 

Kaylee Frye (Firefly) 

Jax’s role as the gruff, skilled engineer whose humor and loyalty shine through under stress parallels 

Kaylee. Both characters possess a deep technical knowledge paired with a down-to-earth 

personality, providing essential support and occasional levity in dire situations, embodying the “heart 

and hands” of the ship. 

Comparable Works 

The Expanse (TV Series) 

This series similarly explores a diverse crew navigating the perils of deep space with limited 

resources, political tension, and mysterious alien technology. The tone balances hard sci-fi realism 

with character-driven drama, and like the Eclipse crew, characters must rely on ingenuity and moral 

resolve to survive. 

Sunshine (2007) 

Sunshine shares the themes of a failing spaceship crew confronting near-impossible odds and the 

hope for salvation through risky technological intervention. The film’s blend of claustrophobic 

tension, human vulnerability, and the awe of cosmic forces echoes the mood and stakes aboard the 

Eclipse. 

Event Horizon (1997) 

Though darker in tone, Event Horizon’s depiction of a starship crew investigating a derelict vessel 

with unknown alien influences parallels the Eclipse’s discovery of the wreck and alien energy core. 

Both stories explore themes of survival, trust, and the psychological toll of isolation and cosmic 

mystery. 


